
1124 May 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Proclamation 6692—National
Maritime Day, 1994
May 19, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Soon, our Nation and much of the world

will pause to remember the historic events
that took place 50 years ago—events that se-
cured the freedom we have long enjoyed. As
we honor the heroes of D-Day and World
War II, it is fitting to include among them
the civilian American merchant mariners
who sailed in harm’s way to supply the needs
of our Allied fighting forces. More than 700
cargo ships and 6,000 seafarers were lost to
enemy action. Their sacrifices were crucial
to victory, as were the unparalleled efforts
of American shipbuilding.

The world has changed in many ways in
the last half century, but America remains
a maritime Nation. We depend upon ocean
vessels to transport the vast majority of our
huge international trade, which continues to
expand. We also consistently rely on sea
power to support our military forces.

As we look to the future, it is vital to main-
tain an American presence in the movement
of our international commerce and to retain
the capability of building ships. During the
past year, this Administration has proposed,
and is implementing programs to ensure, the
future of America’s maritime industries.

Last October, we announced a five-step
plan to strengthen the American shipbuilding
industry and to make it more competitive in
the international market. Our plan promotes
innovative, standardized ship designs that
will reduce costs through state-of-the-art
technology and series production methods.

In March, we sent the Congress the Mari-
time Security and Trade Act of 1994. Its en-
actment will ensure that United States flag
merchant ships will maintain their role in car-
rying a significant portion of our vast trade
and that American ships and American sea-
farers will continue to provide reliable sealift
support in national emergencies.

Our Nation is charting a new course, rein-
forcing our heritage as a great maritime
power and supporting our interests as the
world’s leading international trader.

In recognition of the importance of the
U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by a
joint resolution approved May 20, 1933, has
designated May 22 of each year as ‘‘National
Maritime Day’’ and has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue annually a
proclamation calling for its appropriate ob-
servance.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 22, 1994, as Na-
tional Maritime Day. I urge the people of
the United States to observe this day with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities and by displaying the flag of the
United States at their homes and other ap-
propriate places. I also request that all ships
sailing under the American flag dress ship
on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:29 p.m., May 20, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 20, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 24.

Remarks on the Death of Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis
May 20, 1994

On this sad occasion, Hillary and I join
our Nation in mourning the loss of Jac-
queline Kennedy Onassis. Jackie Kennedy
Onassis was a model of courage and dignity
for all Americans and all the world.

More than any other woman of her time,
she captivated our Nation and the world with
her intelligence, her elegance, and her grace.
Even in the face of impossible tragedy, she
carried the grief of her family and our entire
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Nation with a calm power that somehow re-
assured all the rest of us.

As First Lady, Mrs. Onassis had an uncom-
mon appreciation of the culture that awak-
ened us to all the beauty of our own heritage.
She loved art and music, poetry and books,
history and architecture, and all matters that
enrich the human spirit. She was equally pas-
sionate about improving the human condi-
tion. She abhorred discrimination of all
kinds. And through small, quiet gestures, she
stirred the Nation’s conscience. She was the
first First Lady to hire a mentally retarded
employee here at the White House. And she
made certain for the first time that minority
children were all welcome in the White
House nursery.

She and President Kennedy embodied
such vitality, such optimism, such pride in
our Nation, they inspired an entire genera-
tion of young Americans to see the nobility
of helping others and to get involved in pub-
lic service.

When I became President, I was fortunate
enough to get to know Mrs. Onassis better,
and to see her and her children as friends
as well as important American history models
and good citizens. I can say that, as much
as anything else today, I am grateful for her
incredible generosity to Hillary and to Chel-
sea, the way she shared her thoughts on ev-
erything from how to raise children in the
White House to ideas about historic preser-
vation, to her favorite current books.

We hope that Mrs. Onassis’ children, John
and Caroline, and her grandchildren find sol-
ace in the extraordinary contribution she
made to our country. Our thoughts and pray-
ers are with her children and grandchildren
and her entire family as we grieve over the
passing of a cherished friend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:39 a.m. in the
Jacqueline Kennedy Garden at the White House.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks to the Community in San
Bernardino, California
May 20, 1994

Thank you very much. Thank you, Senator
Feinstein, for that fine introduction, Senator

Boxer, Congressman Brown, and Congress-
man Lewis. I’m glad to see Supervisor Jerry
Eaves; he’s already been to see me in Wash-
ington. Mayor Minor, it’s good to see you.
We talked on the phone about law enforce-
ment not very long ago. I was thinking, when
I saw Mr. Larson up here talking, he’s about
a head taller than I am; he could run any
airport in the country for me. [Laughter] I
kind of like that.

And I also want to thank our Secretary of
the Air Force, Sheila Widnall, for being here
and for the very poignant remarks that she
made about the importance of these military
bases to our communities and our life here.
I would like to say also a special word of
appreciation for the intense efforts that the
California delegation has made to bring to
bear in the Oval Office the needs of the peo-
ple of California. I know you thought that
Senator Feinstein was being somewhat ag-
gressive here on the public forum. That is
nothing compared to what I hear in private.
[Laughter] If you’ve never been worked on
by Feinstein and Boxer at one time, just
imagine if somebody took a huge fingernail
file and applied it to your head. Sooner or
later you just say, ‘‘All right, whatever you
want, take it and run.’’ [Laughter] I’d like
to say a special word of thanks, too, to George
Brown for his brilliant leadership in the fields
of science and technology, trying to help us
to modernize the economy in ways that can
only help. And I want to say a particular word
of thanks to Jerry Lewis for his work with
me on a number of issues and for his kind
comments today and for holding out the
prospect that we can still bridge some of the
awful partisan divide that still paralyzes
Washington too often. I thank him for what
he said, especially thank him for what he said
about Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis.

This is a very sad day for my wife and for
my daughter and for me because, in addition
to being a very important figure in our Na-
tion, she was a personal friend of ours. Last
summer, and on our family vacation, we had
one of the most wonderful days I ever spent
with Jackie and her daughter, Caroline, and
her son-in-law and her brother-in-law and a
number of members of her family. She was
an astonishing woman who I think did a re-
markable thing in raising two very fine chil-
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